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� From our Chairperson: 
Hi, I’m Megan Skelly and am currently Chariperson of the toy library.  We have been involved with the toy library 
since moving to Lower Hutt 3 ½ years ago. It is a very exciting time to be on committee as we work towards 
obtaining and renovating our own premises from which to operate. 

My husband Mark and I have two amazing girls, Alyssa (5) and Sienna (12 months), both of whom keep life very 
interesting and busy. I grew up in Levin, before moving to the ‘deep south’ to study for a Physical Education 
degree, followed by a Diploma of Teaching in Christchurch .  I taught PE and Science for six years before leaving 
to have Alyssa and have been a stay at home mum since.   

For me, becoming involved in the toy library committee has been a fabulous way to get involved in our local 
community, meet some lovely and very skilled mums and ultimately, help our children enjoy new experiences in 
their play. 

Megan Skelly, Chairperson 

�  O P E N I N G  H O U R S   �  

Wednesday 9:15 – 11:15 am 

Wednesday 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Saturday 10:00 – 12 noon 

Please ensure that you arrive with plenty of time to get your 
toys returned and new toys issued as no toys will be issued 
to those who arrive in the last ten minutes of the session. 

 

INSIDE THIS EDITION: 
Meet your committee 
New Toys 
Plunket Appeal 
Changes in Membership Pricing and Terms 
Scout Hall Update 
Newsletters via email 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
Notice 

Tuesday 20th April, 7.30 pm at the Toy Library 
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Advertise here!!!! Contact jo@clendon.org to book your ad! 
 

 
Meet your Committee – Joseph Aoina, 

Toy Maintainer & Repairer 

Toys get broken and Joseph is our ‘Bob the Builder’ 
– can he fix it – yes he can!!!!  Well usually!   
When the librarians spot a broken toy, Joseph gets the 
call.  Repairs can include gluing, woodwork, welding and 
can require a fair dose of Kiwi ingenuity.  Friends and 
family are often called for advice, and some repairs 
require a bit of trial and error before an effective repair 
can be made.   
Joseph’s sons aged 3 and 7 are the chief testers – seeing 
if the repair will be durable.  Other considerations include 
ensuring the repair is safe (no rough/sharp bits, non toxic, 
won’t result in a choking hazard) and effective.  Joseph 
says he is getting a really good idea of what brands of toy 
are durable and which are not – he is a good person for 
advice before you go toy shopping!  He gives this 
feedback to our Toy Buyers and Repairers. 
Help is always needed as some repairs require specialist 
advice, skills or equipment such as welding, expertise with 
plastics.  It would be great to have a list of advisers and 
helpers who can help out with the odd repair now and 
then!  If you, a friend or relative could help, even just with 
advice, then it would make a great difference to the Toy 
Library.  Perhaps you have a welding kit or know a lot 
about plastics or metals?  We have a backlog of toys 
awaiting repair; plus Joseph needs time to repair his own 
son’s toys too! Thanks Joseph for your contribution. 
If you would like to join the committee or help in the 
running of the toy library in any fashion please contact our 
chairperson Megan Skelly on 970 6715.   
 
 

2009 / 2010 Committee 

lhtoylibrary@gmail.com 
Chairperson Megan Skelly 970 6715 

Treasurer Chris Chambers 973 9250 

Secretary Isobel Franklin 565 1001 

Librarians 
Jackie Fuimaono 

Sherril McNabb 

021 055 6697 

566 7503 

Toy Preparers 

Elizabeth Carver 

Karnabie Weitzel 

Chauncey Ellis 

Heather Mawby 

 

Grants Tasha Black  

Plunket Liason Chaucey Ellis  

Maintenance Joseph Aoina  

Sewing/Costumes Lyndell Boaden-Trotter  

Newsletter Jo Clendon  

Cataloguer Susanna van der Gulik  

Toy Buyer Chris Chambers  

Committee 
Keryn Townsley 

Carolyn Morris 
 

 

Elke’s Cookies 
These are fabulous, versatile, chewy American style 
cookies.   
250 g Butter 1 tsp vanilla 
1 cup caster sugar 2 eggs 
1 cup brown sugar 500 g self raising flour 
Plus ‘flavourings’ of your 
choice, e.g. nuts, chocolate 
chunks, lime, fruit, etc 

1 tsp salt 

 
Cream butter and sugar 
Add eggs & mix 
Add flour and salt (sieve over bowl) 
Add flavours 
Roll into sausage shape, cover and refrigerate (can be 
frozen too) 
Slice into 1-1.5 cm thick rounds 
Bake: fan forced 160 deg for 8 – 10 mins (this was based 
on small oven, maybe more for full size or higher temp) 
 

NEW TOYS 
2-sided Floor Puzzles: 
B831. featuring Diego, the other with  
B832.  Dora the Explorer. 
Two Early Learning Centre (ELC) toddler 
toys:  

P002. Whizz around mountain, with push 
along cars with magnetic couplings and free 
rolling wheels. Boulders.  Press down Traffic light 
with light and sound effects. 
P003.  Click Clack Caterpillar, with click clack 
cars, weighted egg shaped balls. Sounds or 
melody and coloured lights. 

 
 
An ELC preschool toy:   

M003.  Singalong Star Mic (microphone) on a 
stand. Has various sound effects, rhythms and 
lights. 
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Plunket Appeal 
Calling all SuperHeroes!! March is the time 
for underpants to become outerpants and 
to reveal your super powers for Plunket. 

Be a SuperHero for Under fives and join 
with Plunket staff, volunteers, friends and 
family around New Zealand fundraising for 
our annual appeal during March. 

Appeal week runs from 22 - 28 March, with 
some areas getting the party early, such as 
Waikato with the children's entertainers - 
The Funky Monkeys - travelling road show. 

Wondering how you can get involved? 
• Take part in Dress as a SuperHero day! 

Friday March 26th put your undies on 
the outside, challenge your workmates 
and raise some money for Plunket 

• Donate to Plunket online 
• Volunteer! Contact your local Plunket 

to see if you can lend a hand 

Where oh where have those Toy 

Pieces gone??? 

 
Is it like odd socks – do Toy Pieces disappear 
into a parallel universe???   If not, and those 
pieces do turn up when you are moving the furniture 
or cleaning out the toy box, please return them to 
the Toy Library.  You will get $4 of the lost piece fine 
back to use for toy hire! 
 
Remember: The set charge for a lost or broken piece 
of a toy is $5.  If the missing part is essential or very 
expensive, or if the whole toy is lost or broken, you 
will be required to pay more. 

 

Special General Meeting 
Tuesday 20th April, 7.30 pm at the Toy Library 

Purpose: to discuss changes in membership conditions and pricing, per below. 

All members are invited to attend and participate in this discussion. 

The following ideas are being discussed with a view to changing the current 
membership conditions and pricing.  There are two drivers: Firstly, we would like 
to offer all inclusive membership option, similar to some other toy libraries.  
Secondly, we have challenges whereby members pay the discounted duty 
membership, but do not do the required duties. 

Below is a summary of some of the options to be discussed: 
Current   New   
Duty 
Membership 
(2 duties per 
year) 

$30 per 
annum 

 Duty Membership 
(2 duties per year) 

$30 per annum Note 1 

Non Duty 
Membership 

$60 per 
annum 

 Standard 
Membership 

$60 per annum Note 2 

   Deluxe 
Membership 

$120 per 
annum; or $60 
per 6 months 

Note 3 

Note 1: Only available to renewing members with a PROVEN track record of doing duties 
Note 2: Members would be eligible for a $5 toy hire credit for each duty performed up to 2 duties per 
year. 
Note 3: Deluxe members are not required to pay most toy hire charges.  Hire charges $10 and over 
and bonds are still payable. 
 

• Attend an event in your community 
• Bidding in our AWESOME Trade Me 

auction! 
• And, for a bit of fun, visit 

www.superheroes.co.nz to nominate 
someone you think is a hero in your 
community. You can even 'SuperHero 
yourself'! 
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Newsletters via Email  � + � =  ☺ 

Where we have members email addresses we will be 
sending out the newsletter by email.  Other members 
will continue to receive a printed copy every second 
edition; so as to save printing and postage costs.  
Some hardcopies will be made available in the Toy 
Library.  Please check and update your email address 
next time you are at the Library. 

Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by: 

Thomas Dewar Sziranyi Letts Lawyers 
If you have the need for any legal advice, please consider using them! 

� wills and 
estates  

� commercial litigation � criminal & transport � local 
government 

� family law � Insolvency � property  
    

Lower Hutt Office:  Level 2, Gibson Sheat Centre, Corner Queens Drive & Margaret Street 
Telephone:(04) 570 0442; Facsimile:(04) 569 4260 

 
Do you have: 

• A child or children under five? 
• An interest in sharing your 

parenting experiences? 
• A few hours to spare in a school 

term? 
Then we would love to hear from you! 

 

Sarah 

(04)905 1108 

plunketeducationinschools@paradise.net.nz 

Costumes 

Some beautiful costumes are being prepared for the 
Toy Library.  Including Princess’s & Fairies, 
Dragon/Dinosaur, Astronaut, Mermaid and more.  
Because of the cost and fragility of these items we will 
be charging a bond of $10 and rental of $5.  The 
bond will cover cleaning costs should the costume be 
soiled.  Please do not be tempted to machine wash 
these items are they are delicate and expensive to 
replace.  It has taken a while to get theses costumes 
ready – lots of effort from our Toy Preparers.  This 
highlights the old adage that more hands make light 
work – so have a think about joining our enthusiastic 
committee of volunteers and have some fun helping 
out your Toy Library!!!! 

Bubble Blowing 
Mix ½ cup of water, 1 cup detergent, 1 tsp glycerin.  
Make wants from pipe cleaners, cardboard funnels, 

milk bottle rings. 
Sing: 

This is the way we blow our bubbles, blow our 
bubbles, blow our bubbles, This is the way we blow 

our bubbles, oh oh oh…. Sung to the tune of ‘Here we 
go round the Mulberry Bush’ 

 

PLAYDOUGH 
Is for sale at the Toy Library. 

$2 for lovely smooth playdough that lasts 
ages kept in the fridge (when you are not 

playing with it ☺) 

Scout Hall Update 

We are currently negotiating a purchase price 
with NZ Scouts.  A huge thank you to committee 
members Tasha Black, Chris Chambers and 
Elizabeth Carver, and Kirsten Patterson 
(President, Lower Hutt Plunket Branch) for your 
time and input in getting this document 
completed and presented.  Once we have 
reached a consensus with NZ Scouts, we will be 
seeking funding to upgrade the hall.   
 

Toddler Play Ideas: Bucket full of Fun 

Fill a bucket with water, provide plastic 
containers, old paint brushes, an old scrubbing 
brush, some rags, funnels, spoons, cups, sieves, 
colanders, jugs, etc.  Then let them at it!  
Always supervise small children around water. 
 

Blitz on dirty toys 

 
Please remember that any toy returned dirty will be 

fined $5 or the member asked to clean. 


