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Toy Library Awareness Week is a week of celebrations dedicated to: 
· Increasing awareness and understanding of the nature and importance of Toy Libraries
· Engaging with your community  in active recognition/celebration of Toy Libraries
· Seeking wider community endorsements and ongoing participation in Toy Libraries

We want everyone to know all about the positive aspects of being involved with a Toy Library and how Play is the Way.
A few facts about Toy Libraries in New Zealand

· There are 218 member toy libraries of the TLFNZ from Kerikeri to Invercargill.
· Toy Libraries reach over 23,000 children throughout New Zealand
· They are located in both rural and urban areas
· They are run by voluntary committees and rely on fundraising and grants for their  funds
· They are non-profit organisations and are not government funded
· The Toy Library Federation of NZ is run by a  Board of volunteers from around the country
· The TLFNZ office is located in Christchurch – contact 0800-148-697 or email office@toylibrary.co.nz 
·  TLFNZ is a member of the International Toy Library Association (ITLA)
· The first Toy Library in New Zealand was established in Hamilton in 1974 by Miss Gillian Gorrick.
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Toy Library Awareness Week incorporates World Play Day which is held on May 28 each year. 

You may like to write a press release/news article for your local media incorporating this message received from the International Toy Library Association: 

“Some of this message may seem somewhat remote to those of you who are not involved in toy libraries; however, the essence of the World Play Day  is to show your belief in the value of play and to play especially in some way with grandchildren, school children, hospital patients, old people, factory workers…………………………… 
JUST PLAY! ON WORLD PLAY DAY!! ”
 Freda Kim
Founder of WPD for ITLA
 
Website – www.toylibrary.co.nz 

 ‘Play teaches children to master the world’ – “Jean Piaget”
Ideas for raising the public profile of your Toy Library


· Contact your local newspaper – they may wish to run an article on your Toy Library or get together with the Toy Libraries in your area, the newspaper may wish to do a feature. Remember your Media Release.
· Static display of pictures/photos. Displays should be clear, clutter free and easy to see what you are promoting. Remember to include Toy Library details, handouts and any other items of interest. 
· Local radio stations – many radio stations have a free Community Notices service, just give them a call they’ll be in the phone book.
· Join in any Community days in your area. This is a good opportunity to have a display, run a stall, run an event. Don’t forget to have information leaflets, memberships forms etc., to hand out.
· Fundraising – some may see this as just a way to raise funds, but remember that every time somebody mentions your name, it’s all publicity… “Hello, I’m selling pizzas for ABC Toy Library…”
· Display information sheets/posters around your community – you’d be surprised how many people stop to read these sorts of things
· Have your logo printed on cards, stickers, fridge magnets, stamps, T-shirts. Not only will you be promoting your Toy Library you may even raise some funds at the same time.
· There are many regional television stations out there interested in what is happening in their region. Give them a call – you may become a television star!
· One Network News has an events calendar after the weather on a Friday evening. Contact them with details of your event; you may be one of the lucky few to feature one week.
· Hold an Open Day/Evening, invite people along, have morning tea/supper.
· Run a competition, eg: colouring competition. 
· Have a ‘bring a friend’ month


Get out there, Promote your Toy Library, and Have Fun!
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